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ELECTORAL REFORM — LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

155. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Will the Premier and the Minister for Electoral Affairs join me on a nine-hour 
road trip of my electorate — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, please, members! I expect the member is being very serious here, and I would like his 
question to be taken seriously. You are welcome to start again if that suits you. I would like to hear the question 
in silence, please. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Will the Premier and the Minister for Electoral Affairs join me on a nine-hour road trip of my 
electorate, which is how long it takes to traverse the 106 000 square kilometres, and engage with my communities 
to understand why it is important to have equitable access to regional representation? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I cannot speak for the Minister for Electoral Affairs, but I am confident that if I could, he would say he would 
rather have his head slammed in a door than spend nine hours in a car with you, member for Roe! Maybe the three 
of us on a road trip would not be his idea of fun. But I do spend a lot of time, a great deal of time, in regional 
Western Australia. It would be fair to say that I am very committed to regional WA, as I outlined to the house before, 
with all our commitments under royalties for regions and broader commitments across the budget for regional 
Western Australia. There has never been a greater infrastructure spend in regional WA than under this government. 
There has never been a greater spend on roads. Look around regional WA and at the hospital spend all over the state—
this government is undertaking it. Look at school rebuilds, school commitments, additional staff and ambulance 
staff, as the minister outlined yesterday, and sporting facilities—more attention is being given to regional WA than 
ever before. That is because this Labor government is deeply committed to regional WA, as can be seen by all the 
regional members in this chamber. Looking around, the member for Kalgoorlie is a regional Labor member. The 
member for Collie–Preston is a regional Labor member. The member for Geraldton is a regional Labor member. 
The members for Pilbara, Murray–Wellington, Bunbury, Kimberley and Dawesville are regional Labor MPs. 
Mr R.S. Love: Where’s the member for Mandurah? 
Mr M. McGOWAN: What is so funny? She knocked off the Liberal Party leader. Is that what opposition members 
are laughing about? She knocked off the Liberal Party leader, despite all their efforts; the member for Dawesville did 
that. I look further afield—bear in mind I do not have my glasses on—and there are as many empty seats on the Labor 
side as there are members of the opposition in the chamber, Madam Speaker. There are numerous Labor MPs from 
across regional Western Australia who truly represent and, I might add, members of the opposition, live in their 
electorates—unlike the National Party—and who are deeply committed to regional WA, and that will continue. 

Point of Order 
Mr R.S. LOVE: I think the Premier has just implied that members of the National Party do not live in their electorates. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! The Premier, your leader, is more than capable of responding. I do not need responses 
from all of you. There is no point of order. The member has made a point, but it is not a point of order. It is up to 
the Premier how he responds. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Madam Speaker, I will close, but it is obviously a point of sensitivity for the National Party 
that its MPs seem to inhabit the western suburbs of Perth. 
The SPEAKER: That concludes question time. 
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